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NEWS RELEASE
NEW CD IS A CELEBRATION OF UD MUSIC, STUDENTS
AND SESQUICENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY
DAYTON, Ohio -With an appropriately upbeat name, a new compact disc produced
by the University of Dayton music department is a Celebration! of the University, its 150th
anniversary, its students and its music.
The CD, which features an eclectic mix of 14 numbers performed by UD student
ensembles, will be formally presented to the public at a. "release party" from 4:30 to 6 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 5, at the UD Bookstore on campus. The party is open to the public and will
include refreshments and an opportunity to meet the ensemble directors.
The disc was created in honor of the University's sesquicentennial celebration, said
Richard Chenoweth, professor of music at UD. Chenoweth served as producer for the project,
while Richard Benedum, chair of the music department, served as executive producer.
"This is a highly professional quality CD, we didn't just drop a few microphones in
front of the students while they were performing out on the field or elsewhere," Chenoweth
said. "Everything was recorded at Encore Studios in Dayton, and they did a great job of
putting together a mix that really shows the best quality of the students and the University."

Celebration! will have special appeal to UD alumni, but anyone can catch a sense of
excitement as the first number builds from a dramatic drum cadence into a rousing performance
of the "Dayton Victory March" by UD's Pride of Dayton marching band.
The marching band numbers are balanced with the smooth sounds of the University jazz
ensemble, the energy of the Ebony Heritage Singers, the provocative t~go and flamenco
rhythms of the UD piano and guitar ensembles and the spiritual harmonies of the University
chorale.
The CD also features Kah! Out of Darkness, performed by UD's symphonic wind
ensemble. Kah! was commissioned of internationally renowned wind ensemble composer Dana
Wilson specifically for the sesquicentennial celebration.
"Our goal was to showcase our ensembles and provide a good view of our diverse
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musical culture at UD," Chenoweth said. "We wanted the package to reflect our Marianist
heritage and appeal to our alumni, but we also warl.ted it to provide a diverse enough mix to
appeal to anyone."
Chenoweth said the six-month production process served as an invaluable learning
experience for the students who participated and brought the University's music department to
"a whole new level" by national college standards.
"Recording a CD is something traditionall~ only prestigious music schools would do, but
now our students have had a chance to experience that level of artistry as well," he said. "The
studio experience was so valuable because it put our students in a situation where, when that
red light went on, they had to perform well. It put a whole lot of pressure on the kids but they
performed beautifully nonetheless."

Celebration! was funded with a sesquicentennial grant, and proceeds from the CD which sells for $15- will be used to produce another disc in the future. "Ideally this will
become a self-sustaining production program, with Celebration! as the first of a number of CD's
featuring our ensembles and highlighting the University," Chenoweth said.

Celebration! will be available Oct. 5 in the bookstore or by mail. To order by mail, send
a check or money order for $17 (includes $2 postage and handling) and made out to
"Department of Music" to: University of Daytoh, Department of Music, Celebration CD, 300
College Park Drive, Dayton, OH 45469-0290. For information on purchasing the CD, call
Sandra Christie at (937) 229-3936.
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Ensemble directors can also be reached at the f6llowing numbers:
•
•

Pride of Dayton, directed by Linda Hartley, associate professor of music and
coordinator of music education, at (937) 229-3232;
University chorale, directed by Robert Jones, assistant professor of music, at (937) 2293909;

•

Ebony Heritage Singers, directed by Donna Cox, associate professor of music, at (937)

•

jazz ensemble, directed by wmie Morris III, assistant professor of music, at (937} 229-

229-3946;
3994;

•
•
•

guitar ensemble, directed by Jim McCutcheon, artist-in-residence, at (937) 229-3931;
piano ensemble, directed by Eric Street, professor of music, at (937) 229-3920; and
symphonic wind ensemble, directed by Patrick Reynolds, associate professor of music,
at (937) 229-3231.

